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CAFA Art Info

'Edouard Malingue Gallery announces the first solo exhibition in Hong Kong of Hangzhou artist Yuan Yuan'
by Sue Wang

Link: http://en.cafa.com.cn/edouard-malingue-gallery-announces-the-first-solo-exhibition-in-hong-
kong-of-hangzhou-artist-yuan-yuan.html
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Edouard Malingue Gallery announces the
first solo exhibition in Hong Kong of
Hangzhou artist Yuan Yuan

by SUE WANG or 82p 25,2012 «6:01 pm

Edovard Malingue Gallery announces the firstsolo exhikiion in Hong Kong of Hangzhou artist Yuan Yuan on
Wednesday, 19 Septernber, 2012. Yuan Yuan is gaining crifical acclaim on the international art scene thanks b
his distinctive paintings focusing on architectural subjects thatconvey a unigue atmosphere.

Yuan Yuan's subjects are mainlyinteriors — some once grand such as greathalls with neo-classical arches and
balconies, others more modest such as enfrances of old apartment kuildings. All share a sense of abandonment
and dereliction, offering justa glimpse of their former glory. According 1o Yuan Yuan, ruins give us a sense of
security. Theyare also pukdic places which peopie may wsit. In his paintings, Yuan Yuan ties notto describe a
place now, kuttoidentify the residual traces of whata place used to ke in the past.

In his mostrecent work, Yuan Yuan focuses further on enclosed spaces, such as the narrow alleyways between
old kuildings. Frequently, the viewer looks through a gate or bars at whatever lies beyond. Sometimes Yuan
Yuan manipulates architectural details to create new spaces of his own. As a result, the scenes he depicts seem
tolie somewhere between reality and illusion.

‘Yuan Yuan's compositions are highly stuctured and orderly, dictated by the geometic details of the architecture
depicted. However, whatsets Yuan Yuan's mintings apartis the increditie detail with which he describes every
indlivicual surface within the corposition. In paricular, Yuan Yuan is fascinated by mosaics and patterns of files,
whether on fioors, walls, or lining pools and showers.,
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Yuan Yuan’s meficulous skill in depicting mosaics is unparalleled. Not only capturing thousands and thousands
of tiny individual tiles in a single composition, he is able to play with an infinite variety of hues within the same
colour scheme to produce a stunning visual effect. The atmosphere often feels humid in his paintings, with water
in pools or dripping from the ceiling or decaying walls, and the mood is slightly wistful and melancholy.

Atfirst glance, Yuan Yuan's paintings seem devoid of any human presence, yet this is not quite the case. Yuan
Yuan wants to represent people by depicting traces of their activity in the past. Thus, atthe same time as
describing in microscopic detail every element in a scene, Yuan Yuan also conveys a sense of passing time, of
transition and history.

About the artist

Hangzhou artist Yuan Yuan (b. 1973) is gaining critical acclaim on the international art scene thanks to his
distinctive paintings focusing on architectural subjects, executed with impeccable technique and conveying a
unique atmosphere.

Born in Zhejiang, Yuan Yuan studied in the Oil Painting Department of the China Academy of Artin Hangzhou,
where he gained a Bachelor of Fine Arts in 1996 and a Master of Fine Artsin 2008. As a secondary school
student, he also studied traditional Chinese painting which influences his thinking. The Academy, founded in
1928, was the seedbed of modern Chinese art after its founder Lin Fengmian turned to the Westin a bid to
reinvigorate Chinese painting. When Yuan Yuan was studying there, while Chinese society was still very
conservative, the Academy was “like a sunroof, always open for us” and he benefited from a library well stocked
with foreign periodicals.

Yuan Yuan isinspired by Western artists such as Richard Long (b. 1945), who creates “art made by walking in
landscapes” — sculptures which are lines or circles made fromnatural materials, and photographs of them. Yuan
Yuan admires Long’s ability to go to places other people cannot reach, and awaken the viewer by letting them
experience such places. He also cites the late Cuban-born American artist Felix Gonzalez-Torres (1957-1996),
whose work “successfully places private sentiment in the common consciousness.”

About the exhibition
Duration: 20 September 2012 — 10 November 2012

Venue: Edouard Malingue Gallery
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Yuan Yuan
Trained in the prestigious China Academy of
Art in Hangzhou, Chinese artist Yuan Yuan is
gaining critical acclaim on the international
art scene thanks to his distinctive paintings
focusing on architectural subjects. His first
solo exhibition in Hong Kong features his
recent works, which are highly structured
and detailed, with a focus on enclosed
spaces. Sep 20-Nov 10. Edouard Malingue
Gallery, 1/F, 8 Queen'’s Rd. Central, Central,
2810-0317.




11 October 2012

HK Tatler

‘Interview: Yuan Yuan' by Charmaine Mok

Link: http://hk.asiatatler.com/arts-culture/arts/interview-yuan-yuan

Home » Arts & Culture » Arts » Interview: Yuan Yuan

Interview: Yuan Yuan

The Hangzhou-based artist on abandoned spaces, painting from memories, and finding
beauty in dilapidation

By Charmaine Mok on Oct 11, 2012
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Yuan Yuan is not the man we imagined when we first laid eyes upon his work. His large-scale
paintings are impressive vistas that focus squarely on abandoned, dilapidated spaces with a
strong sense of patina and history, with layers and details that are often eerie by nature. Cold-lit
stairwells, broken windowpanes and empty rooms are a common theme in his first-ever Hong
Kong solo exhibition, and the smiling, gentle-natured man standing in front of us at the Edouard

Malingue Gallery is not the withdrawn, melancholic artist we had inferred from his works.

And indeed, Yuan Yuan does not believe that his pieces are sad by nature, although he admits
being drawn to the sense of nostalgia inherent in buildings and spaces that clearly have a human
history. Rather, the artist is known for saying that he finds an odd sense of comfort and security
in abandoned places — where others see loneliness, he sees richness and power. “The reason why
I'say there is a sense of security in abandoned houses is because they are filled with traces of

human activity,” he explains. “You can sense the warmth, and it does not feel unfamiliar.”



Fragments, one of his more recent works (pictured above), sees Yuan Yuan draw beauty from
destruction. A 12-paned window reveals peeling paintwork, frosted and broken windows and a
patchwork approach to mending them; it’s a scene that struck the artist when he was in Guizhou
province, and inspired him to create a painting that is reminiscent of patchwork quilts and

stained glass windows.

Hong Kongers may feel a connection to some of Yuan Yuan’s works, as indeed several paintings
feature our iconic tiled stairwells and rusty shutters. A city filled with memory and dereliction as
much as it is with slick modernity has been a natural choice of inspiration for the artist. “As so
many people have left behind their traces here, I think my works will resonate even more with

citizens here,” he says.



Watch our video above to see what the artist says of his own philosophy and work.

Yuan Yuan
Date: September 20 — November 10, 2012
Venue: Edouard Malingue Gallery, 1/F, 8 Queen’s Road Central; +852 2810-0317

Open: Tuesday to Saturday, 11am-7pm

Videography by Tyrone Wu

Tags: Art, Gallery, Edouard Malingue, Video, Chinese Art, Painting, Painter, Yuan Yuan
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‘Edouard Malingue Gallery presents solo show of rising Chinese artist Yuan Yuan'

Link: http://www.randian-online.com/np_event/edouard-malingue-gallery-presents-solo-show-of-
rising-chinese-artist-yuan-yuan/
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Edouard Malingue Gallery
presents solo show of rising
Chinese artist Yuan Yuan

Special Event:

Discussion with collector/curator Rudy Tseng (Mandarin with
English Translator)

Duddell’s, Level 3, Shanghai Tang Mansion, 1 Duddell Street

Friday 17, 9 - 10:30 am

Venue
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>> See map

Yuan Yuan, “Welfare Hotel” (f&#I//%8&E) , Oil on linen, 380 x 270 cm
(diptych),2014
(image courtesy the artist and Edouard Malingue Gallery)

Edouard Malingue Gallery is pleased to present a solo show with
rising Chinese artist Yuan Yuan (b. 1973, Zhejiang) at Art Basel Hong
Kong. A graduate from the highly acclaimed Oil Painting Department
of the China Academy of Art in Hangzhou, Yuan Yuan approaches the
canvas as an exploration of a particular thematic: the interior and
exterior of spaces that evince a trace of humanity and a passing of
time. Notably vacant, the areas portrayed balance an apocalyptic
aura of desolation with a distinct sense of previous inhabitation. This
new series of works, presented to the public for the first time, draws
on Yuan Yuan’s previous practice but reveals the impact of his recent
residential exoeriences in Scotland and the USA. Emplovina a darker



palette and depicting more cavernous sites, they evince the
contemporary plague that strikes architectural constructs: buildings
are emblems of an age, yet around the world and particularly in China
- where rapid and radical changes are constantly occurring - the
significance of such symbols are constantly in flux.

Yuan Yuan is of a generation witnessing bygone buildings and
districts being abandoned or repurposed. Therein arises a heightened
fascination with preserving, however possible, those elements of
architecture that bear a legacy of time despite their detruding and
altering state. Yuan Yuan’s method is that of observation, imagination
and consequent depiction: he absorbs the various architectural
elements, whether traditional Chinese or Western, and creates out of
them an imagined vision. Despite his final painterly renditions
ultimately being fictional, Yuan Yuan takes inspiration from certain
constructs and areas. Examples range from underground
architectures with historical and militaristic significance to grand
monuments of architecture that have cultural wealth and stylistic
significance to districts that have witnessed a passing of time. Their
contested illusion, however, is heightened by each work being
rendered in a highly realistic manner: every slight feature, whether a
slither of peeled wall paint or a fragment of chipped floor tile, jumps
from the canvas. This is due to Yuan Yuan’s distinct painterly manner
of applying and subsequently scratching the painted surface, a
method that echoes the physical properties of the areas he depicts.

These latest works draw most notably on Yuan Yuan'’s experiences in
Europe and the USA. Bunker (2014), for example, appears to relate to
his visit of Scotland’s Secret Bunkers in Abingdon and Anstruther as
well as his ventures through Paris’ underground and Philadelphia
City’s State Penitentiary. The painting reveals a tenebrous corridor
devoid of natural light that through its low ceiling and apparent
moisture resembles a tunnel, which ultimately leads to a heavy door.
The muted tones, as well as the faint outline of a skull, point to an
underground terrain that was once frequented but no longer of use.
This thematic, replete with mystery, permeates throughout his other
works, such as Behind the Door (2014), which follows Yuan Yuan’s
previous practice of presenting with great sensitivity Western
architectural styles, from the Baroque to the Renaissance. In this
oeuvre a black and white tiled floor leads our gaze to a door that has
been left ajar; layers of light turquoise paint peel from its surface
confirming the sites deterioration and suggesting its abandon.
Although the precise story behind each place is uncertain, it is
precisely this unyielding sense of questioning that marks Yuan Yuan’s
work, for his creations are not only paintings, but also chapters in a
continuously evolving visual novel that expounds the individual
stories of multiple milieus.

Yuan Yuan’s work has garnered critical acclaim worldwide and been
exhibited in multiple international locations including Paris, Hong
Kong, Singapore, Shanghai and Taiwan. His paintings are held in
numeroiis nrivate eollections. includina the DSI eollection of
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Contemporary Chinese Art and have been featured in multiple
publications, including Artinfo.

Since its inception in 2010, Edouard Malingue Gallery has used its
OMA-designed premises in Central, Hong Kong to bring solo
exhibitions of internationally renowned artists such as Laurent
Grasso, Callum Innes, Janaina Tschéape and Los Carpinteros to Asia’s
rising cultural hub. Also at the heart of the gallery’s artistic
programme lies an aim to combine these high profile shows with solo
exhibitions by selected fresh global talents, such as Fabien Mérelle,
Jodo Vasco Paiva, Wang Zhibo and Yuan Yuan, and to work with
international curators on exhibitions of emerging artists such as
Charwei Tsai and Chi-Tsung Wu. Furthermore, the gallery is dedicated
to organising large-scale off-site projects, which bring the exhibited
artist out of the gallery space and into Hong Kong’s urban landscape.
Edouard Malingue Gallery thus seeks to provide an international
platform for artists from around the world in Hong Kong as well as
abroad.
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HK Magazine

Editor's Pick

Link: http://hk-magazine.com/events/hong-kong-art/yuan-yuan
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HOME Journal

"Single Room in Lavatory (2013) by Yuan Yuan"




[ Peep—

SINGLE ROOM IN LAVATORY
(2013) YUAN YUAN
EDOUARD MALINGUE GALLERY,

HONG KONG

Bornin 1973, Yuan
Yuan studied fine arts
at the China Academy
of Art in Hangzhou.
Yuan Yuan's subjects
are mainly interiors

- some are res-
plendent, great halls
with neo-classical
arches and balconies,
while others are

more modest, such

as entrances of old
apartment buildings.
All share a sense of
abandonment, derelic-
tion and atrophy.
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'Art Basel Lands in Hong Kong'

Link: http://www.ilovelkf.hk/articles/art-basel-lands-hong-kong
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Art Basel Lands in Hong Kong
14/05/2014
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== Queen’s Road Central Showroom by appointment only

Art Basel Hong Kong is back. From May 15 - 18 the Hong Kong Convention and Exhibition Centre will be
transformed into an oasis of international art and design. With half of the participating galleries coming

from Asia and Asia-Pacific, Art Basel in Hong Kong has promised to maintain a distinctly Asian flavor. Ale Wilkinson
Latest Article:
From emerging talents to the Modern masters of both Asia and the West, Art Basel in Hong Kong traces . Wilbur’s

twelve decades of art history across its six sectors: Galleries, Insights, Discoveries, Encounters, Magazines
and Film. On display will be some of the worlds most expensive paintings, sculptures, drawings,
installations, photographs, video and editioned works from the 20th and 21st centuries, by more than
2,000 artists.
Foodie Team

- > Latest Article:
% Mexican Art Brunch

Ruth Ansari

Latest Article:
MY TOP 3 GERMAN RESTAURANTS IN HONG
KONG



A total of 245 galleries from 39 countries are exhibiting. Visitors will have the chance to purchase a
$10,000 painting by emerging Chinese artist Yuan Yuan, or a fish in formaldehyde by Damien Hirst for
$760,000. Paul Kasmin Gallery from New York is also coming to town featuring works from both the East
and the West. “Art Basel has brought more Europeans and Americans to Hong Kong and Asian collectors
are becoming more interested in purchasing western art,” said gallery director Nicholas Olney in an
interview with Bloomberg.



19 May 2014

Bloomberg

‘Billion Dollar Art Basel Hong Kong Woos Chinese Buyers' by Frederik Balfour

Link: http://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2014-05-19/billion-dollar-art-basel-hong-kong-

woos-chinese-buyers

BloombergBusiness

Billion Dollar Art Basel Hong Kong Woos
Chinese Buyers

by Frederik Balfour
May 19,2014 — 1:00 PM HKT
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Visitors look at an art installation at Art Basel Hong Kong.
Photographer: Anthony Kwan/Getty Images

May 19 (Bloomberg) -- By the time Art Basel Hong Kong opened to VIPs on May 14, Edouard Malingue had
already sold out his entire inventory of paintings. He spent the rest of the fair fending off disappointed would-be

buyers.

“Some of my clients got really upset with my staff and I had to intervene,” said Hong-Kong-based Malingue,
after all seven works by Chinese painter Yuan Yuan were sold in advance of the fair. “T explained that we’ve

been selling to new collectors and the artist isn’t a factory.”

Malingue is one of many dealers who said they had their best year ever at Art Basel Hong Kong, which ended
yesterday, as mainland Chinese buyers are displaying a growing appetite for less-established contemporary

Western works.

Lehmann Maupin Gallery sold a canvas measuring 5.6 meters (18 feet) long and 2.13 meters high by New
York-based artist Hernan Bas to a property developer in Beijing for $350,000. “Pound for pound, Bas 1s 36,
collected by MoMA and the Whitney, his works look attractive compared to the usual suspects from Chinese
contemporary art,” said Yang Sheng Nien, who sold the work. MoMA refers to the Museum of Modern Art in



25 August 2014

Forbes

'Art Basel Returns to Hong Kong For Its Sophomore Outing' by Y-Jean Mun-Delsalle

Link: http://www.forbes.com/sites/yjeanmundelsalle/2014/08/25/art-basel-returns-to-hong-kong-
for-its-sophomore-outing/

Forbes http://onforb.es/1spfIkE

Y-Jean Mun-Delsalle Contributor

Welcome to my world where art, design, culture and luxury meet.

Opinions expressed by Forbes Contributors are their owin.

LIFESTYLE  8/25/2014 @ 10:05AM ' 1,398 views

Art Basel Returns To Hong
Kong For Its Sophomore Outing

Lorraine Malingue, director of Edouard Malingue Gallery, which exhibited
Chinese painter, Yuan Yuan, whose work has been recently popular among
Asian collectors, comments, “We were able to sell out all his works before the
start of ABHK. And the work we’re showing was done specifically for this art
fair. He’s very interested in abandoned spaces depicting historic architectural
elements and blending them, and then recreating spaces for people to
interpret and to delve into. His painting technique is very sophisticated; it’s
very detailed, a bit Renaissance influenced. He’s really different from a lot of
Chinese painters. The main reason Edouard (gallery founder) decided to be in
Hong Kong was that he wanted to be in this emerging market region and to be
one of the first galleries to promote young and established artists and to
create a platform for Asian and Western artists, which is lacking in Asia.
There are galleries that are just focusing on Chinese or Indonesian artists and
international galleries that are doing international or Western artists, but
creating this dialogue between emerging Asian and some younger Western
artists, that’s what we’re interested in. It’s a field that hasn’t been promoted
and supported so much. Local collectors are of course more familiar with
Asian artists to begin with, but I think slowly they’re growing more and more
interested in Western art through exposure from art fairs and galleries.”



