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Whether they are rebuilt and
recontextualised, expanded or
radicalised, three installations
exhibited at Oi! in the group
show Once Lost but Now Found
depart from the works created
by Hong Kong artists Map Office,
Leung Chi Wo and Zheng Bo for
last year’s Thailand Biennale in
Krabi.

Ghost Island by duo Map Office
is a six-metre-high hut made
out of bamboo and fishing nets
collected by the artists from local
fishermen. Inside, viewers

are invited to lie down on
hammocks and watch a fictional
documentary featuring a

Thai gypsy fisherman, who
temporarily inhabits the hut and
freely improvises from his usual
daily routine. The work follows
the artists’ extensive research
about theislands’ subsistence
economies and about oceans
perceived as lands in an attempt
to shed light on hidden realities.
In particular, the figure of

the castaway embodies the
possibilities for new modes of
existence to emerge, connecting
land, sea and local ecosystem.
The title of the installation
refers to ghost nets: fishing nets
abandoned in the sea once they
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become useless. Almost invisible,
they nevertheless pollute the
oceans and trap fish and turtles.

Leung Chi Wo's Scratching on
the Surface proposes another
way to cross boundaries, as the
artist plunges the audience into
a series of reflections linking the
flow of memory to the waves of
the sea. The two-channel video
features scenes of the ocean and
landscapes from Hong Kong and
Thailand combined with three
fragmented narratives pertaining
to memory, which appear elusive,
timeless and obsessive. Inspired
by French scientist Jacques
Benveniste, the work suggests
the possibility of water retaining
memory despite its dilution in
space and time. The sea would
then become an extraordinary
container of human history, an
ocean of stories, just like our
own bodies, which are about 70
per cent water. Aiming at

defeating time and space, Leung

also expands them by installing
his screens above a water basin,
creating an interactive play of
mirrors. A kinetic branch
regularly emerges from the
ceiling, though, interrupting this
fluid exchange of flows.
Scratching the surface of the
water and blurring its perfect
reflection, it seems to bring
viewers back to an unexpected
reality.

Zheng Bo has taken a more
radical stance at Oi! than in
Krabi, where he collaborated with
orchid growers to create a living
installation from local species, in
line with his environmental
approach to art. You are the
0.01% consists of text made of
grass on the building’s lawn,
which directly addresses the
public, as if nature were singling
out individual human beings.
Driven by a sense of urgency,



Zheng dispenses flyers calling
for changes to the distribution
of wealth among people and to
our production and consumption
habits, which are devastating for
the planet.

The title Once Lost but Now
Found might appear confusing, as
it seems to refer to Leung’s
previous series of photographs,
He Was Lost Yesterday and We
Found Him Today. What can be
found, though, is a creative
energy and a challenge to our
usual perception of territories,
be they social, economic,
ontological, geographical or
imaginary.
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